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Parent School Support Committee Minutes

School name: Lincoln Elementary Community School
Address: 2475 Lincoln Road Route 102 Lincoln NB
Location: Multipurpose Room 
Date: Feb 23, 2026
Time: 8:00 pm Online due to Storm Conditions

	PSSC Members Present:

Samantha Reed, Chair
Kristen Sisco, Vice Chair/Secretary
Sarah Tibbo, Teacher Rep
Kentrina Jenkins, Parent Rep
Melissa Simmons, Parent Rep
April Handrahan, Parent Rep
Deidre Chown, Parent Rep
Amber Rumble, Parent Rep
Linda Dempsey-Nicholson, Community Rep
Thomas Lewey, Parent Rep
Laura Long, Parent Rep
Lyndsay Simpson, Parent Rep

PSSC Members Regrets: 
Erin MacRitchie, Parent Rep
Courtney Storey, Parent Rep
	School/DEC Representation Present:
Wallace Carr, DEC
Fern Touchie, Principal 




School/DEC Representation Regrets:  
  




Call to Order: 8:05pm

[bookmark: _heading=h.ioay61m2o79]Approval of the Agenda:
· Approved by Samantha R
· Seconded by Kentrina J

Approval of the Minutes from Previous Meeting:
· Approved by Kentrina J
· Seconded by Deidre C

Business Arising from the Minutes:
· Spending of $750 needs to be decided this evening 
· Ideas – Zen Den or Sensory Room items; Parent Information Night (Is there something specific that parents would like to attend?)

New Business:

· DEC Report – Wallace Carr
· Projected budget 345 Million
· EAs are a large portion of the budget. Allocated 874 this year and we currently have 1005.
· We have over a 100 children with toileting needs alone needing support
· 1525 children enrolled in Kindergarten for 2026 – 27
· Excellence in Teaching Awards are open to nominations
· Schools under 100 students are schools that the province is looking to close. We have 34 in the province. We have several here in ASD-W – Burton, Bristol, Doaktown, Kingsclear, Boiestown, McAdam Elementary and McAdam High School.
· 409 studies are needed to be completed in order for this to occur
· Lunch Program Update – subsidized differently than NS and PEI. Full subsidy or fixed amount for families. 2/3 of schools have vendors and 1/3 do not currently. Some schools will not have vendors set up in Sept 2026. Need to meet 711 policy.
· Superintendent needs to cut 10% in budget which equates to 33 million. Not sure how this will be done. May need to look long term for cuts.
· Minsters Forum discussions – 600+ teachers not in classrooms, early intervention spending is costly, social services may need to take on students with needs. Like to see more collaboration between DEC and EECD. There will be another forum in the spring.

· Principal’s Report – Fern Touchie

· Recap of the month – UNB Men’s Hockey Visit, Pancake Breakfast, Teacher Appreciation Week, Winter Olympics, Velveteen Rabbit TNB performance, Third Round of Worlds UNBound STEM Club, PJs and Yoga Family Event, Hosted FEC/OEC Chess Tournament, 2 Ball with Geary Elementary, 100th Day Celebrations, Yoho Lake Trip Gr 3 & ¾, 2nd Pancake Breakfast
· Professional Learning for Staff – Enrichment with District Lead Kelly Harris; Positive Discipline with EECD Lead Heather Lyons, Embedded Technology PL with teachers
· School Improvement Plan Update – Data Monitoring
· K-2 Literacy Fluency Data measuring growth since Sept – 100% in K, 85.7% in Gr 1, 86.9% in Gr 2. 
· Gr 3-5 Literacy Fluency Data measuring accuracy 
· K-5 Math Fluency Data measuring growth since Sept – Grade 2: 19/25 (76%) showed growth in +/- to 10; Grade 3: 16/22 (72.7%) showed growth in +/- to 20; Grade 4: 18/27 (66.6%) showed growth in +/- to 20; Grade 5: 21/28 (75%) showed growth in +/- to 20; Grade 5: 17/27 (63%) showed growth in X.
· 5 Year Principal Renew Interview – February 25th, 2026
· Hot Lunch after March Break – Ruth and Volunteers will be doing Wednesdays. There will be no hot lunch on Tuesday and Thursday.
· Health Promoting Schools – PL last week and meeting tomorrow afternoon. Discussing mental health supports and additional family events between now and June.
· Custodial Change – Our day custodian Mary Ferris will be out for the remainder of the year. The district is looking to fill the position.
· Proposed Hot Lunch Program for Fall 2026 – 5 days a week access to healthy meal at an affordable price. Providers in place by March. Subsidy program available and letter will be sent out to families. Food can be delivered hot or cold depending on the vendor (ie cooked in school or cooked elsewhere). Online purchasing of items. We will no longer have access to the kitchen. Breakfast program will need to be discussed before September. New Fridges arrived.
· PBIS Update – Met goal and have celebration planned on Thursday February 26th. Any volunteers interested in helping to pop popcorn? 
· Chronic Absenteeism – Currently at 22% (35/157). District and School Goal is to reduce by 5% by June. Process  5 days teacher makes contact with family; 10 days Social Social Worker reaches out, 15+ days administration makes contact. Meeting to set with parents. School Social Worker and administration working with families. Attendance committee meets monthly. Seeing improvement in chronic absences. Chronic Tardies are still a problem.
· English Pathway Discussion – Opportunity to give feedback on current IF program in Grade 5.
· Enrichment Clusters – Looking for volunteers! Thursdays starting March 19 and ending April 30th. 9:00 – 9:30 for K-2 and 10:00 – 10:45 for Gr 3-5.
· Charity Table at Blue Canoe – Month of April. Proceeds going to Breakfast Program 
· Skating – Not happening this year at Kings Arrow due to limited ice times available to all schools. Thoughts about checking in with Soliders Arena/Grant Harvey?
· Spell a Thon & Math a Thon Fundraisers – Parents wondering about trophies for students
· Welcome to K Day – May 29th. Current Kindergarten students will stay home for the day. This is due to not having ½ days on Fridays anymore. Model is the same as other districts in the province.
· Upcoming Events – 
· Lindsay Valley Sliding Party – February 24 with Storm Date on February 26
· Pink Shirt Day and ROARS assembly – February 25th 
· Jesse Campbell Magician and Popcorn – February 26th 
· Spell a thon – February 27th 
· March Break  March 2-6
· Black History Presentations – March 10th
· African Drumming – March 11th 
· Report Card Writing (No School for Students) – March 13th 
· Yoho Lake Gr 1, ½, 2 – March 16th 
· Yoho Lake Gr 3 and ¾ - March 17th
· Para NB Equipment rental for PE classes
· Enrichment Clusters Start – March 19th 
· Jump Rope for Heart – March 23rd 
· Report Cards Go Home – March 30th 
· Parent Teacher - April 1 and 2nd 
· Good Friday – April 3rd
· Easter Monday – April 6th 
· Earth Rangers – April 16th 
· Yoho Lake Gr 4/5 and 5 – April 17th 

· PSSC
· Zen Den (Floor Tiles), Bean Bag Chairs, Sensory items (Breathing Buddies)  $750 purchases
· Approved by Kristen S
· Seconded by Melissa S


Correspondence:

Closing Comments: 


Date of Next Meeting: April 20th, 2026

· In person – May 25th 
· No Meetings – Dec, March, June
· Total of 7 meetings (minimum is 6)
· Plan for a virtual if storm at 8:00pm.

Adjournment: 9:04pm
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